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Employment loss sectors: Although 2004-2014 projections show 
overall job growth, the projections indicate a loss of 77,700 jobs in 
the manufacturing industry over this period. Manufacturing has 
historically provided good jobs for workers who have lower education 
levels. Some Economic Development Regions are more heavily 
vested in manufacturing than others (Map 4). The Northern, 
Northeast Central, and Southwest regions each had over 100,000 
manufacturing jobs in 2005 (Appendix C). These regions also had 
high numbers of job losses from 2001 to 2005; the Northern region 
lost nearly 30,000 jobs in this period. Proportionally, manufacturing 
jobs had the greatest presence in the North Central and West 
Central regions, where the sector represented 20% of all employment 
in each region. Other struggling industries in Ohio include 
agriculture, mining, and utilities—representing a projected combined 
loss of about 11,000 jobs from 2004 to 2014. 

 

 

 
 
 

Map 4:  Manufacturing Employment, Ohio Counties, 2005 

 

Unemployment trends 

In February 2008, the unadjusted unemployment rate for Ohio was 
6.0% (5.3% seasonally adjusted; compared to 4.8% U.S.) or 
approximately 352,000 unemployed labor force participants. Looking 
at the past three decades, Ohio’s unemployment rate was at a 
heightened level in the early 1980’s (above 10%, unadjusted) and 
then settled into a range of above 4.5% to 7.0% since 1995. The 
February 2008 unemployment for the 12 Economic Development 
Regions (Table 14) ranged from 4.8% for the Central EDR to 7.5% 
for the Southern EDR. 
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Table 13.   Ohio's Top Private Sector Employers, 2006

Occupation

Ohio  
employment 

estimate 
(FTE)

Headquarters 
location

#
Wal-Mart Stores 50,000 Bentonville, AR

Cleveland Clinic Health System 34,800 Cleveland, OH

Kroger Company 34,130 Cincinnati, OH

University Hospitals Health System 25,000 Cleveland, OH

Ohio State University 24,400 Columbus, OH

Catholic Healthcare Partners 23,000 Cincinnati, OH

General Motors Corporation 19,300 Detroit, MI

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 18,250 Dayton, OH

General Electric Company 17,000 Fairfield, CT

JP Morgan Chase & Company 17,000 New York, NY

Source:  Ohio Department of Development
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Focus group perspectives 

We need more opportunities for people to earn a decent wage if 

they’re willing to work. If it’s not a living wage, then you have to 
support them some other way. We need to develop jobs across the 

range. Keep good jobs and provide backup services for low-paying 
jobs, which are still a necessary part of the economy. 

Focus group attendees agreed that their communities need to 
develop jobs across a wide range of skill and education levels, with 
most providing a living wage. The replacement of well-paying 
manufacturing jobs with low-paying service jobs has been a key 
factor in the growing number of working people in poverty. Some 
focus group participants suggested the possibility of unionizing 
service jobs, assessing potential repercussions and advocating 
unionization if appropriate. Other participants mentioned 
microenterprise loans to help people start up side businesses to 
supplement their regular wages.  

CAA services 

Community Action Agencies provide a range of employment-related 
services, including job referral and placement services, counseling, 
and training. In program year 2006, CAAs helped nearly 30,000 
Ohioans with employment-related services (Table 15). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 14.   Unemployment by EDR, Feb 2008 (unadjusted)

Economic 
Development 
Region Labor force

Unemployed 
labor force

Unemployment  
rate

# # %
1. Central 974,600 46,600 4.8

2. Northwest 463,800 32,500 7.0

3. West Central 203,000 11,300 5.6

4. SW Central 595,200 35,400 5.9

5. Southwest 825,600 41,300 5.0

6. North Central 264,500 18,100 6.8

7. Southern 199,900 14,900 7.5

8. Northern 978,900 62,600 6.4

9. NE Central 726,000 42,600 5.9

10. East Central 280,200 19,000 6.8

11. Southeast 120,400 8,700 7.2

12. Northeast 271,300 19,000 7.0

Ohio 5,903,400 352,000 6.0

Source:  Ohio Department of Job and Family Services

Table 15.   CAA Employment-Related Services, PY2006

Service Description Served
#

Information/Referral 9,615

Job Counseling 5,192

Job Placement 2,647

On the Job Training 266

Employment Generating Projects 3,071

Skills Training 1,727

Other Projects, incl. Organization/Advocacy 6,631

Source:  Ohio Department of Development 
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Action Case Studies:  
Build an economy that works for all 

• Agency: Community Action Committee (CAC) of Pike County  

• Program/Initiative: Microenterprise/Small Business Lending 
Program 

• Service Area: Pike, Jackson, Ross, and Scioto counties 

• Number of People Served: Small business loans have been 
awarded to 87 applicants since 1994, creating 129 businesses and 
creating or retaining 373 jobs; 504 individuals have enrolled in 
business planning classes. 

• Annual Program Budget: $150,586 in Program Year 2007, in 
addition to loan pool 

• Program Funding Source: Ohio Department of Development, 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Community Services 
Block Grant, and loan interest 

• Person(s) Interviewed: Chris Ervin, Business Development 
Program Director    

Pike County CAC provides loans and counseling to individuals wishing 
to start up or expand a small business in its four-county service area. 
The loans, ranging from $200 to $250,000, have supported new 
business ventures by low- and moderate-income residents and provided 
a financial boost to existing small business owners unable to secure 
traditional loans from banks. In total, the agency has lent more than $2 
million, with an average loan of $23,400. 

The agency’s Microenterprise/Small Business Lending Program operates 
as a revolving fund, through which loan repayments are available to 
fund new loans. Initially, the revolving fund stood at $60,000, but due 
to the program’s success, the Ohio Department of Energy awarded 
$1.5 million to Pike County CAC. That money was targeted initially to 
workers laid off from a local uranium enrichment facility.  

Since 1994, 87 people have received loans, creating 129 businesses 
and creating or retaining 373 jobs. Loan recipients have used the 
money to open or expand businesses that include a restaurant, 

convenience store, oil change station, insurance agent office, 
photography studio, candle-making operation, and a formalwear 
clothing store. The loans, which have a 6.5% to 9.0% interest rate, can 
be used to purchase machinery, equipment, inventory, insurance, 
advertising, promotional materials, furniture, fixtures, supplies, 
leasehold improvements, utilities and working capital, commercial real 
estate, and building renovations.  

The Microenterprise/Small Business Lending Program is designed for 
residents unable to secure traditional loans from banks due to credit 
problems or perceived risk. Loan applications go through a two-part 
approval process: an internal review by Pike CAC staff and then a 
review by an external committee, consisting of a small business owner, 
banker, health center administrator, non-profit agency director, county 
commissioner, and a director of a local economic development 
initiative. To qualify for a loan, applicants must have 100% collateral 
and complete a written business plan.  

Pike County CAC also offers classes and one-on-one counseling to help 
current and aspiring business owners learn more about running a 
business and preparing a business plan. Since 1994, 504 residents have 
enrolled in the classes and 284 have completed the training. 

During the 5-week class, Pike County CAC brings in experts from the 
community, including a small business owner, attorney, and staff from 
The Ohio State University South Centers in Piketon, to discuss cash flow 
projections, marketing, legal issues, and business operations. One-on-
one counseling is available for those unable to attend the classes. 
During the counseling sessions, Pike CAC staff works with potential 
loan applicants to determine whether starting up a small business is the 
right choice for them. If not, staff provides applicants with other means 
of assistance to find employment or advance in their careers. 

The class costs $80, but Pike County CAC discounts tuition for people 
with more limited means, and it is free for individuals with incomes 
under 150% of the federal poverty line. Counseling is offered free of 
charge. About half of program participants have been low- to 
moderate-income.  
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• Agency: WSOS Community Action Commission, Inc. 

•  Program/Initiative: “Skills for Life” Marine Trades Training 

• Service Area: Wood, Sandusky, Ottawa, and Seneca counties 

• Number of People Served: About 12 to 15 individuals enroll in 
each training course. Since 2001, approximately 100 individuals 
have completed course. 

• Annual Program Budget: $30,000 for a 16-week class 

• Program Funding Source: Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services funding sources (including Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families; Prevention, Retention & Contingency; Workforce 
Investment Act; and Trade Adjustment Assistance); Ohio 
Rehabilitation Services Commission; U.S. Veterans Administration; 
employers; self pay and fee for service 

• Person(s) Interviewed: Kerrie Carte, Development Specialist    

WSOS Community Action Commission, Inc. (WSOS), in partnership 
with other organizations, has developed a comprehensive training 
course to prepare individuals for marine mechanic jobs, which are in 
high demand in the region off Lake Erie. Launched in summer 2001 
with a grant from the U.S. Department of Labor, the “Skills for Life” 
Marine Trades Training program combines marine mechanics training 
with boat safety, CPR and First Aid training, work ethic training, and a 
range of supportive services. The 16-week, 320-hour program 
culminates in a state certificate.  

WSOS and the Ottawa County Improvement Corporation (OCIC) 
developed the training program after hearing from Lake Erie marinas, 
dealers, and other boat-related businesses about their struggles to find 
qualified marine mechanics. Prior to the program, marine technical 
skills training was not offered in any training institution within 150 
miles of the area.  

Employers and civic leaders have helped to craft the training 
curriculum. Based on their feedback, WSOS and OCIC worked with 
Penta Adult Career Center to customize the marine maintenance and 
repair training curriculum and supplemented it with the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary’s boating safety certification, the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resource’s boating law certification, and Red Cross CPR and 
First Aid training. Employer feedback also led to the addition of an 
intake and assessment process to determine trainees’ level of education 
and job readiness, as well as any barriers to employment, such as 
chemical dependency issues, transportation and child care needs. 
WSOS refers individuals to supportive services before proceeding with 
training.  

The “Skills for Life” program is offered once or twice a year, with 12 to 
15 students enrolled. The program is open to all residents with reading 
and math levels above the ninth grade. Tuition is $3,000, but many 
trainees qualify for federal training subsidies targeted to low-income 
adults, displaced and trade-affected workers, welfare recipients, and 
individuals with disabilities.  

To date, nearly 100 people have graduated from the program and, 
upon getting a job in the marine trades, earn an average $16.95 an 
hour. In a study tracking the outcomes of the first two classes to go 
through the program, more than half of graduates were still employed 
after six months, and 60% had received a wage increase.  

WSOS is now working with its partners to develop an advanced marine 
mechanic program to take graduates and incumbent workers to the 
next step on the career ladder. Currently, high-performing graduates 
from “Skills for Life” can qualify for a scholarship from marine engine 
manufacturer Volvo Penta of the Americas, Inc. to enroll in its more 
advanced training program, housed locally in Ottawa County. The 
company, which relocated its training facility from Chicago, has also 
donated materials and equipment for use in the “Skills for Life” 
program. 
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4c. Invest in the future 
Snapshot 

• More than 30% of the 130,000 children who enter kindergarten in 
Ohio each year require some type of intervention services. 

• The 2005-06 high school graduation rate for Ohio’s economically 
disadvantaged students was 75.0%, compared to 89.1% for 
students who were not economically disadvantaged. 

• More than 2.1 million Ohio adults age 25-54—nearly half of the  
prime working age population—have no postsecondary education  

• In regions with large urban centers—Central, Southwest, 
Northern—24% or more adults have Bachelor’s degrees, compared 
to fewer than 12% in the Southeast and East Central regions.  

Focus group observations: 

• Funding for education and health programs are long-term 
investments in human potential. 

• Adults face challenges in balancing short-term and long-term 
objectives with regard to adult education and employment.  

• Marketable job and life skills need to be a part of K-12 curriculum 
and youth programming.  

Action Case Study: 

• The Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency 
Blueprint for Success program provides training for youth in 
construction trades, along with academic and support services. The 
Fatherhood Initiative helps fathers become more engaged parents.   

Introduction 

The Rooting Out Poverty report states that public spending on 
programs for education, health, recreation, and other services should 
be viewed as an investment in the future. At a base level, this 
investment can avert future public costs, such as a greater need for 
public assistance or lost tax revenues. Preventative health care is one 
example of how larger risks can be reduced. More broadly speaking, 
forward-looking investment benefits the community at large.  

This theme is applicable to all generations. Education and training 
for children and workers should provide opportunity for success in 
both the near term and the future. Financial literacy programs can 
help people begin to build assets to pass on to the next generation. 
Rooting Out Poverty recognizes the relationship between addressing 
current and long-term needs.  

This section includes: 1) data on kindergarten readiness, student 
achievement, and adult education levels; 2) focus group comments 
on ways to strengthen families and opportunities for children; and 3) 
a case study on the strategies that Cincinnati-Hamilton County 
Community has taken to invest in the future of its local community. 

Facts and figures 

Kindergarten readiness 

In Ohio, more than 30% of the 130,000 children who enter 
kindergarten each year require some type of intervention service 
(School Readiness Indicators Initiative). Children from low-income 
families are more likely to start school with limited language skills, 
health problems, and social and emotional problems that interfere 
with learning (Getting Ready). A recent study found that 28% of 3-
year olds in Ohio participate in publicly-supported programs before 
kindergarten (e.g. Head Start, special education, or other subsidized 
pre-K providers) (Belfield). 

K-12 student achievement 

Students in Ohio K-12 school systems are required to take a series of 
tests to measure their mastery of core curriculum. An example is the 
3rd grade reading tests. Test passage rates by economically 
disadvantaged students (primarily those eligible for the federal free 
and reduced lunch program) vary across the state (Appendix D). In 
school year 2005-06, urban counties with the lowest overall passage 
rates (below 65%) were Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, and Lucas. 
Rural counties with low passage rates were Preble, Morgan, Carroll, 
and Pike (Map 5). 
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Source: SAIPE 2005(b) Census 2000 Previous Censuses (c) 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Ohio 1,442,421 13.0 18.5 4.8 10.6 26.4 11.3 7.9 17.3 8.1 13.6 26.5 12.8 20.3 7.8 34.6 10.0 10.3 12.5 

Economic Development Regions                                     

1. Central  209,168 12.3 17.0 4.6 9.9 24.0 10.8 5.0 14.6 8.1 18.2 22.3 14.6 17.7 7.0 29.8 10.9 11.1 11.9 

2. East Central  81,357 14.1 20.8 5.1 12.5 34.2 14.1 10.9 21.6 9.4 12.9 32.7 8.8 19.2 9.7 43.4 12.4 10.6 15.3 

3. North Central  58,870 11.7 16.9 4.0 9.6 28.1 11.3 7.2 17.0 7.2 10.6 25.9 8.1 20.2 7.1 31.9 9.2 9.6 11.2 

4. NE Central  142,798 10.8 14.9 4.0 8.9 23.7 9.5 5.7 15.4 6.5 11.8 27.4 12.6 15.2 6.5 35.5 8.1 8.6 11.1 

5. Northeast  74,404 13.4 20.6 5.0 11.6 30.3 13.0 7.3 21.3 8.3 8.5 31.1 9.0 21.9 8.9 39.6 8.5 9.6 14.2 

6. Northern  279,308 14.6 21.9 5.5 11.2 26.2 11.6 4.3 19.5 8.4 12.1 26.7 12.7 24.0 8.6 34.9 9.0 10.0 12.1 

7. Northwest  118,332 13.5 19.1 4.8 10.7 26.3 12.5 5.2 17.5 7.4 15.8 31.8 14.8 19.3 7.7 35.8 9.2 9.9 12.1 

8. Southeast  45,914 19.0 23.9 7.1 16.6 38.6 24.2 12.8 22.9 12.2 26.2 28.7 34.2 29.5 11.1 46.4 18.1 14.3 20.3 

9. Southern  79,270 18.8 27.1 6.4 16.1 38.2 17.2 15.5 24.3 12.3 15.0 25.0 12.4 20.9 12.6 44.9 20.9 16.2 22.1 

10. SW Central  140,621 12.4 18.6 4.4 9.7 25.1 11.0 5.0 15.7 7.8 12.6 24.3 11.6 18.1 7.0 32.5 8.5 10.2 11.4 

11. Southwest  175,322 11.7 15.8 4.6 9.8 22.9 10.2 5.7 15.5 8.0 11.5 27.1 9.4 16.3 7.0 32.4 10.4 10.4 11.7 

12. West Central  37,057 10.0 12.9 3.8 8.6 24.9 10.9 5.9 14.5 8.0 11.6 31.7 14.4 17.0 6.4 33.2 9.1 8.4 9.4 

Counties                                       

Adams 5,735 20.5 29.1 7.5 17.4 42.3 17.6 17.3 16.6 16.0 * * * 17.3 12.8 44.9 31.6 24.7 28.5 

Allen 13,587 13.4 18.5 5.6 12.1 30.4 14.4 6.1 23.3 9.6 6.3 33.7 10.8 20.1 9.6 41.9 8.8 10.5 12.7 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Ashland 6,515 12.7 17.4 4.2 9.5 26.5 10.2 8.8 17.5 7.5 19.4 31.7 34.3 12.7 7.1 34.4 8.4 8.8 11.3 

Ashtabula 15,370 15.3 23.2 4.7 12.1 32.5 14.4 9.1 20.3 8.6 11.2 24.3 5.8 22.7 9.2 38.6 9.6 9.1 16.1 

Athens 17,064 31.5 28.7 14.5 27.4 47.4 36.4 15.5 25.4 12.9 35.8 40.0 46.8 29.4 14.0 47.0 20.0 21.6 28.7 

Auglaize 3,272 7.1 9.3 2.5 6.2 20.3 7.2 4.8 11.3 6.4 0.0 * 0.0 23.9 4.9 30.5 7.3 6.5 6.3 

Belmont 10,535 16.1 22.7 5.6 14.6 36.9 15.6 13.5 25.7 9.8 9.0 28.2 9.8 8.2 11.7 52.9 12.8 9.3 17.4 

Brown 6,145 14.1 21 4.2 11.6 31.6 14.5 11.1 19.7 9.4 4.9 13.4 * 12.1 8.8 36.2 17.7 15.0 14.2 

Butler 39,779 11.8 14.5 4.1 8.7 21.2 9.3 3.3 12.9 7.0 10.2 21.0 8.8 18.8 5.4 27.5 9.2 9.8 10.6 

Carroll 3,638 12.6 20.3 4.7 11.4 31.9 12.0 11.2 22.6 11.1 17.2 48.9 * 18.4 8.5 44.2 12.6 9.9 11.7 

Champaign 3,513 9.1 13.5 2.7 7.6 23.5 10.8 6.2 15.2 7.6 8.6 10.2 * 19.8 5.1 26.9 9.0 9.9 8.8 

Clark 20,730 15 23.8 4.4 10.7 26.9 12.4 4.5 18.8 8.2 11.7 22.5 8.3 21.3 7.9 36.8 9.6 11.6 13.4 

Clermont 15,853 8.4 11.8 2.7 7.1 19.6 6.7 8.1 11.3 7.9 5.3 18.3 2.2 8.3 5.3 28.3 8.3 8.1 8.7 

Clinton 4,517 10.9 14.7 3.6 8.6 25.1 10.7 6.6 11.7 11.6 7.9 13.8 * 11.7 6.4 31.4 13.2 11.2 12.3 

Columbiana 16,295 15.3 23.2 4.7 11.5 32.6 13.3 9.1 20.0 8.4 12.8 25.9 5.6 27.0 9.0 43.3 10.0 9.6 15.9 

Coshocton 4,492 12.4 17.7 4.1 9.1 32.0 10.0 8.6 14.4 9.1 9.8 6.7 1.5 25.8 7.0 28.4 14.4 10.2 13.2 

Crawford 5,031 11.2 17.3 4.9 10.4 30.4 12.2 6.0 19.2 7.5 7.8 11.0 5.3 11.4 7.8 32.8 9.2 10.4 11.6 

Cuyahoga 222,892 17.1 25.8 6.5 13.1 29.1 13.2 * 22.5 9.3 12.7 26.8 13.4 26.1 10.3 36.4 9.9 11.5 13.8 

Darke 4,435 8.6 11.6 3.3 8.0 26.2 12.1 5.6 13.0 9.2 10.5 9.6 0.7 21.7 6.0 30.6 9.7 9.0 9.0 

Defiance 3,228 8.4 11.5 2.0 5.6 19.6 7.2 3.5 8.2 5.3 12.6 21.5 10.6 11.2 4.5 25.6 8.7 7.1 8.8 

Delaware 6,558 4.5 5.4 1.4 3.8 11.1 4.0 3.5 5.9 4.8 2.3 9.4 2.9 7.3 2.9 20.7 7.8 6.7 5.7 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Erie 8,847 11.6 17 3.0 8.3 23.2 9.6 4.8 16.2 6.8 4.3 28.4 3.8 10.4 6.0 28.1 7.9 8.0 9.0 

Fairfield 10,389 7.7 10.4 2.4 5.9 19.3 6.7 4.5 11.8 6.2 6.8 1.9 5.2 8.2 4.5 26.9 10.8 7.2 8.8 

Fayette 3,658 13.4 19.6 4.4 10.1 29.2 12.2 7.6 20.1 11.3 10.0 18.4 3.4 21.1 7.7 33.2 16.1 14.4 16.2 

Franklin 156,226 14.7 20.4 5.6 11.6 26.2 11.7 5.6 16.4 8.6 19.8 22.9 15.7 18.9 8.2 30.3 10.7 12.3 13.0 

Fulton 2,989 7.1 9.1 2.1 5.4 20.2 5.4 5.4 6.6 4.6 9.6 * 20.2 11.6 4.0 19.6 6.2 8.1 6.2 

Gallia 6,943 22.8 33.2 7.2 18.1 40.8 19.4 17.8 30.7 10.0 26.5 33.1 19.8 43.5 13.5 45.9 22.8 14.9 22.5 

Geauga 5,055 5.4 7.8 1.7 4.6 16.0 3.6 5.1 6.9 5.1 2.0 13.0 0.5 1.8 2.8 16.7 5.9 4.7 5.6 

Greene 13,459 9.4 11.4 4.1 8.5 21.0 8.9 6.4 10.4 6.9 15.6 21.6 18.1 15.6 5.2 29.0 7.4 7.9 9.5 

Guernsey 6,955 17.2 26.6 6.5 16.0 41.5 18.7 14.2 29.1 12.3 14.6 26.9 0.0 17.4 12.9 42.4 14.7 12.6 17.5 

Hamilton 110,189 14 19.9 5.7 11.8 26.0 12.0 5.9 20.0 8.7 13.2 27.9 11.7 16.5 8.8 35.3 11.2 11.3 13.3 

Hancock 6,826 9.6 11.5 3.1 7.5 21.8 8.6 5.3 9.7 6.1 18.5 13.5 20.6 14.7 5.2 24.7 7.2 6.5 7.3 

Hardin 4,556 15.4 16.7 6.4 13.2 31.9 16.8 10.3 19.1 11.9 12.5 33.8 28.1 20.7 8.9 32.0 14.5 12.9 16.4 

Harrison 2,348 15 22.3 4.6 13.3 37.1 15.7 12.6 24.3 8.4 * 23.2 * * 11.0 44.4 17.3 11.0 19.7 

Henry 2,034 7.1 10 3.0 7.0 21.8 9.5 5.6 12.0 4.2 27.9 * 1.4 25.5 5.3 34.4 7.9 5.7 7.0 

Highland 5,164 12.3 18.3 4.6 11.8 33.2 15.0 10.4 20.3 11.4 11.1 29.3 18.9 35.0 9.0 41.0 18.7 15.0 16.5 

Hocking 4,358 15.5 23.2 5.1 13.5 33.0 17.5 11.3 19.5 14.5 9.2 9.7 * * 10.3 48.6 18.2 12.4 15.7 

Holmes 4,683 11.5 17.1 6.5 12.9 40.0 11.7 13.0 17.1 13.3 0.0 * * 8.8 10.5 31.9 20.2 18.2 17.2 

Huron 6,514 10.9 16.3 3.4 8.5 26.3 10.0 6.7 14.7 7.7 19.5 14.2 20.7 22.8 6.5 26.5 8.5 7.5 9.5 

Jackson 5,436 16.5 24.1 6.7 16.5 39.0 15.6 17.2 23.2 16.1 11.9 13.5 * 18.4 13.6 46.3 24.6 16.6 24.2 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Jefferson 11,154 16.3 23.6 6.9 15.1 35.0 15.9 13.9 30.2 8.9 17.9 37.2 15.7 17.0 11.4 49.8 10.7 10.2 17.1 

Knox 6,319 11.6 16.8 3.9 10.1 29.5 11.4 9.2 16.3 7.6 5.2 33.4 6.2 8.1 7.4 36.5 10.7 11.6 12.5 

Lake 17,758 7.8 11.4 2.3 5.1 16.3 5.2 3.5 8.9 5.4 10.3 16.2 8.7 20.0 3.5 21.0 4.3 4.0 4.9 

Lawrence 12,649 20.3 29.6 7.2 18.9 42.1 18.6 19.2 27.8 12.9 4.2 23.3 0.0 18.5 15.1 48.4 20.2 15.2 23.5 

Licking 15,454 10.2 13.4 2.6 7.5 22.5 9.4 4.3 12.1 7.5 4.1 13.2 15.5 6.3 5.5 27.1 10.9 8.1 10.5 

Logan 5,227 11.4 17.6 4.1 9.3 24.3 13.5 5.2 16.3 8.5 12.9 24.2 15.2 15.5 7.1 36.3 12.7 11.1 10.5 

Lorain 33,603 11.7 17 4.1 9.0 23.2 9.8 3.8 17.0 6.6 10.5 27.8 9.6 20.5 6.7 35.7 7.5 8.4 11.5 

Lucas 76,191 17.5 25.7 6.5 13.9 30.2 14.3 5.9 23.3 8.7 17.6 32.4 17.6 23.7 10.7 41.6 9.8 11.5 15.3 

Madison 3,553 9.7 13.1 2.6 7.8 22.9 8.9 6.7 14.6 8.7 30.7 19.3 16.5 47.3 6.2 31.2 11.2 9.7 8.4 

Mahoning 34,264 14.3 22 5.6 12.5 31.1 13.6 6.0 23.1 8.7 9.0 34.1 10.2 22.4 9.6 42.8 9.2 11.0 15.9 

Marion 8,951 14.7 20.6 4.3 9.7 27.3 12.1 4.8 19.4 5.5 15.3 18.9 9.9 28.1 7.4 29.0 9.1 10.7 12.7 

Medina 8,959 5.4 7 2.1 4.6 14.3 4.9 4.0 7.9 4.8 6.8 18.6 5.9 13.4 3.5 24.8 5.2 4.4 5.5 

Meigs 4,563 19.9 31.4 7.4 19.8 44.8 25.6 18.4 34.7 14.5 * 27.0 * 31.7 14.3 55.2 23.9 16.7 26.0 

Mercer 2,918 7.2 8.9 2.6 6.4 21.1 9.5 4.1 11.0 7.8 8.7 * 0.0 30.4 4.6 38.8 7.7 7.4 6.7 

Miami 8,193 8.2 11.9 2.9 6.7 21.6 8.0 3.6 9.8 5.6 6.5 23.5 2.9 15.5 5.1 28.2 8.0 7.5 8.4 

Monroe 2,661 18.3 25.8 6.1 13.9 38.0 * 13.9 17.9 11.4 * * * * 11.0 52.0 18.1 13.5 21.5 

Montgomery 77,722 14.7 22.6 5.4 11.3 26.8 11.6 3.6 18.6 8.2 13.1 24.9 11.1 17.1 8.3 33.3 8.2 11.0 12.6 

Morgan 2,655 18 26.9 6.4 18.4 43.2 20.8 18.0 33.4 12.4 * 14.7 * * 15.7 48.0 19.8 14.8 21.2 

Morrow 3,343 9.9 14.9 3.6 9.0 26.0 13.8 8.4 15.9 7.1 6.4 * * 3.1 6.6 29.6 10.8 10.2 11.1 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Muskingum 12,543 15.2 23.1 5.0 12.9 32.4 17.6 8.1 22.9 10.0 13.7 34.5 17.3 19.4 9.9 44.1 13.9 12.0 14.7 

Noble 1,707 14.5 18.5 4.2 11.4 35.8 11.4 11.4 20.7 11.9 * * * * 8.3 28.5 22.6 13.0 16.4 

Ottawa 2,977 7.3 10.4 1.7 5.9 19.7 6.9 4.9 10.4 5.4 17.0 12.8 * 14.5 4.2 23.1 8.6 6.1 6.6 

Paulding 1,762 9.1 13.3 3.5 7.7 26.0 9.0 7.3 14.6 7.1 7.6 12.4 * 2.5 4.9 21.5 11.7 7.2 9.8 

Perry 4,916 14.1 22.6 4.1 11.8 34.3 17.4 9.1 17.9 12.7 14.1 * * 41.4 9.4 43.4 17.0 12.5 19.1 

Pickaway 5,442 11.3 16.6 3.6 9.5 26.1 11.1 7.7 14.6 7.0 0.0 11.0 0.0 14.6 7.6 37.9 13.6 10.9 12.1 

Pike 5,900 21.4 30.6 8.7 18.6 41.2 12.0 20.3 28.9 13.6 7.1 42.6 * 25.3 15.1 41.7 28.1 20.6 26.6 

Portage 15,991 10.9 13.1 4.2 9.3 23.7 11.9 5.2 13.2 5.7 18.9 29.0 29.8 14.9 5.9 33.8 9.7 9.4 11.9 

Preble 3,656 8.7 13 2.5 6.1 22.5 8.8 5.5 8.9 6.1 6.0 * 4.7 34.1 4.5 27.9 7.7 9.2 10.2 

Putnam 2,069 6 7.3 2.2 5.6 19.5 3.3 6.0 9.4 9.8 16.5 * * 22.3 4.0 23.9 9.5 6.7 5.8 

Richland 14,658 12.1 18.4 4.6 10.6 29.7 12.0 7.2 19.5 7.7 5.0 28.7 1.4 19.5 8.2 36.6 9.1 9.4 11.3 

Ross 10,053 14.5 20.5 5.2 12.0 31.6 13.0 11.4 19.1 10.2 13.5 22.0 13.5 6.3 9.1 36.6 15.8 11.7 17.7 

Sandusky 5,361 8.9 12.5 3.2 7.5 23.9 9.4 4.9 14.5 7.0 7.2 25.4 5.0 14.0 5.7 29.7 8.8 7.5 9.0 

Scioto 18,523 25.3 36.4 7.0 19.3 42.6 21.0 17.6 29.9 12.8 30.4 29.5 22.0 31.9 15.2 53.1 20.5 17.9 25.8 

Seneca 6,019 10.8 14.2 3.6 9.0 28.1 11.4 6.3 14.7 7.2 10.6 21.6 0.0 21.9 6.1 28.8 8.7 8.5 10.8 

Shelby 4,396 9.2 13.6 2.9 6.7 21.2 10.8 3.6 11.4 5.3 5.3 23.7 2.3 33.4 5.3 30.9 9.2 8.2 7.7 

Stark 44,264 12 17.8 4.0 9.2 25.9 9.6 6.0 17.5 6.6 10.3 28.0 11.4 15.4 6.8 35.8 7.8 8.5 11.1 

Summit 62,043 11.6 16 4.5 9.9 24.4 10.1 4.7 17.5 6.8 12.4 27.3 11.9 13.8 7.5 38.0 8.3 9.4 12.1 

Trumbull 24,770 11.5 17.7 4.5 10.3 28.3 11.7 6.8 19.9 7.6 6.6 25.5 8.6 18.7 7.9 36.0 7.0 8.1 11.4 
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  # %  *Asterisk denotes a population of less than 100 for whom poverty status was determined. 

Tuscarawas 8,714 9.6 14.1 3.5 9.4 30.7 10.3 7.9 16.0 7.8 10.1 36.7 9.9 22.3 7.2 36.0 11.0 9.0 11.1 

Union 2,661 6.2 7.8 2.0 4.6 16.5 5.0 4.3 6.1 7.8 2.4 0.0 0.0 5.3 3.6 21.9 9.1 8.4 7.4 

Van Wert 2,067 7.2 10.1 2.3 5.5 23.5 7.0 4.0 6.1 4.0 20.1 16.6 * 5.5 4.2 21.2 10.4 6.7 7.1 

Vinton 2,722 20.6 30.2 10.0 20.0 42.8 18.8 20.1 25.8 13.5 * * * * 15.1 50.7 23.5 17.6 23.6 

Warren 9,501 5 5.6 1.6 4.2 13.6 4.3 3.9 4.7 4.7 6.3 11.4 1.3 15.0 3.0 19.6 7.2 7.3 6.4 

Washington 7,990 13.3 18.4 3.9 11.4 33.1 15.0 9.5 20.8 10.2 4.0 23.9 7.6 13.4 8.6 44.6 13.7 9.8 13.7 

Wayne 11,541 10.5 14.5 3.7 8.0 25.7 7.9 8.1 12.0 6.9 12.6 27.6 7.9 28.8 5.4 29.9 8.6 8.9 11.7 

Williams 3,444 9.2 12.9 2.5 6.0 24.1 6.0 6.0 8.3 6.9 15.8 * 0.0 21.6 3.9 16.2 9.5 7.9 7.6 

Wood 13,261 11.5 10.3 4.6 9.6 22.9 11.9 5.3 9.8 5.8 14.1 30.7 10.2 14.0 4.7 25.9 9.1 10.0 10.6 

Wyandot 1,520 6.8 8.9 2.2 5.5 24.1 5.7 5.4 6.5 5.1 2.1 * 0.0 17.6 3.8 19.8 10.3 10.2 8.5 

 
NOTES:  

a) Poverty rates are percentages of population, except for “Family poverty” and “Single female-headed household w/children” under Census 2000, which are percentages of the 
number of families.  

b) SAIPE—Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, data produced by the Census Bureau with assistance from other federal agencies.  

c) The Census measures poverty for the previous year from the Census date. Rates are from the Censuses of 1970, 1980, and 1990.  

d) FPL—federal poverty level. The percentages represent a ratio of income to the poverty level.  

e) Urban and rural poverty are derived from CRP analysis in which the number of persons above and below poverty were summarized up to counties and Economic 
Development Regions using individual census block groups, each categorized as either urban or rural based on the residence of the majority of its population.
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Appendix C:  Population and Employment Data  

 

Source: Ohio Dept. of Development Census 2000 (c) Ohio Dept. of Job and Family Services 
              (b)  
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   # # # % % # # % # # % % # %

Ohio 11,466,917 302,012 -207,387 16.0 22.6 6,794,042 34,846 0.5 837,501 -137,704 -14.1 12.3 352,000 6.0 

Economic Development Regions                           

1. Central Ohio 1,794,404 92,431 50,052 18.6 16.1 1,185,368 25,051 2.2 88,977 -17,165 -16.2 7.5 46,600 4.8 

2. East Central Ohio 584,208 5,644 -11,681 4.6 51.1 289,592 -10 0.0 41,679 -8,492 -16.9 14.4 19,000 6.8 

3. North Central Ohio 522,514 11,815 -8,899 6.6 44.2 270,971 -1,934 -0.7 55,019 -7,024 -11.3 20.3 18,100 6.8 

4. NE Central Ohio 1,361,406 29,808 -5,514 14.2 24.5 773,964 23,827 3.2 106,746 -15,600 -12.8 13.8 42,600 5.9 

5. Northeast Ohio 555,036 -432 -27,538 11.2 18.5 293,401 -2,854 -1.0 41,446 -7,858 -15.9 14.1 19,000 7.0 

6. Northern Ohio 1,926,639 31,119 -102,444 27.1 6.7 1,230,091 -23,397 -1.9 143,598 -29,127 -16.9 11.7 62,600 6.4 

7. Northwest Ohio 895,127 23,195 -32,921 16.5 24.4 550,031 -4,759 -0.9 85,550 -12,706 -12.9 15.6 32,500 7.0 

8. Southeast Ohio 254,511 2,920 -2,276 4.2 64.9 105,004 -290 -0.3 8,995 -3,942 -30.5 8.6 8,700 7.2 

9. Southern Ohio 434,179 6,568 -137 4.6 64.8 184,573 5,596 3.1 21,905 -1,693 -7.2 11.9 14,900 7.5 

10. SW Central Ohio 1,159,646 27,155 -36,325 18.5 9.6 685,871 -8,150 -1.2 95,243 -17,819 -15.8 13.9 35,400 5.9 

11. Southwest Ohio 1,598,137 61,298 -17,857 15.5 22.3 999,612 17,822 1.8 102,492 -14,387 -12.3 10.3 41,300 5.0 

12. West Central Ohio 381,110 10,491 -11,847 7.4 45.5 225,564 3,944 1.8 45,851 -1,891 -4.0 20.3 11,300 5.6 

Counties                             

Adams 28,160 649 290 2.7 89.8 12,800 726 6.0 910 26 2.9 7.1 1,300 9.3 

Allen 105,233 2,977 -5,862 15.8 26.6 70,655 -217 -0.3 11,126 -819 -6.9 15.7 3,300 6.5 

Ashland 54,902 1,404 1,204 2.9 54.0 27,004 -491 -1.8 4,312 -1,591 -27.0 16.0 1,800 6.7 

Ashtabula 101,141 1,184 -2,319 7.1 45.6 48,831 977 2.0 8,911 -1,030 -10.4 18.2 3,900 7.7 

Athens 63,275 1,158 200 7.2 40.7 29,229 1,199 4.3 940 -185 -16.4 3.2 1,800 5.9 
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   # # # % % # # % # # % % # %

Auglaize 46,429 1,058 -1,056 2.3 41.0 25,530 1,244 5.1 7,131 11 0.2 27.9 1,300 4.8 

Belmont 67,908 -1,467 -539 5.3 47.5 32,787 1,037 3.3 1,390 -258 -15.7 4.2 2,100 6.6 

Brown 43,956 1,187 671 2.2 80.8 17,483 1,819 11.6 916 -8 -0.9 5.2 1,600 7.3 

Butler 357,888 15,346 11,340 9.5 11.5 178,510 14,042 8.5 19,889 -1,040 -5.0 11.1 9,700 5.1 

Carroll 28,516 368 -543 2.2 69.4 11,561 -189 -1.6 1,290 -324 -20.1 11.2 1,000 7.4 

Champaign 39,522 912 -103 4.7 70.0 17,256 269 1.6 3,629 -72 -1.9 21.0 1,300 6.2 

Clark 140,477 1,219 -4,978 12.4 23.4 67,225 -2,645 -3.8 8,532 -3,642 -29.9 12.7 4,400 6.3 

Clermont 193,490 10,126 6,747 3.4 28.6 82,836 7,106 9.4 7,361 -1,215 -14.2 8.9 5,800 5.4 

Clinton 43,071 1,569 1,149 4.4 54.9 30,623 503 1.7 4,579 -29 -0.6 15.0 1,200 5.0 

Columbiana 108,698 219 -3,141 4.5 42.9 46,319 -692 -1.5 6,974 -1,749 -20.1 15.1 3,500 6.6 

Coshocton 36,341 609 -753 3.0 59.1 19,780 -279 -1.4 3,680 -614 -14.3 18.6 1,300 7.5 

Crawford 44,227 439 -2,993 2.5 34.2 22,226 -901 -3.9 5,379 -810 -13.1 24.2 1,600 7.2 

Cuyahoga 1,295,958 16,646 -109,309 34.1 0.8 921,555 -32,493 -3.4 89,295 -20,386 -18.6 9.7 41,100 6.4 

Darke 52,205 823 -1,705 2.4 65.7 28,210 -11 0.0 4,609 -646 -12.3 16.3 1,800 6.3 

Defiance 38,543 1,228 -2,034 10.2 47.3 23,194 -341 -1.4 5,497 -635 -10.4 23.7 1,200 6.0 

Delaware 160,865 11,424 36,677 6.4 32.1 97,778 27,703 39.5 6,027 623 11.5 6.2 3,500 4.0 

Erie 77,323 601 -2,533 12.6 26.3 50,583 290 0.6 7,419 -1,830 -19.8 14.7 3,000 7.5 

Fairfield 141,318 4,920 13,940 5.3 39.0 57,685 4,577 8.6 5,306 -634 -10.7 9.2 3,900 5.1 

Fayette 28,308 317 -322 5.0 48.4 15,965 353 2.3 2,513 -591 -19.0 15.7 900 5.2 

Franklin 1,118,107 64,407 -10,560 25.6 1.9 841,578 -10,605 -1.2 45,047 -12,507 -21.7 5.4 28,300 4.6 

Fulton 42,562 1,361 -697 7.3 56.9 28,156 640 2.3 9,361 -193 -2.0 33.2 1,800 7.8 

Gallia 30,841 449 -540 5.2 77.0 17,216 638 3.8 876 -193 -18.1 5.1 1,000 6.6 

Geauga 95,029 3,064 1,442 3.0 63.6 52,011 4,274 9.0 10,394 264 2.6 20.0 2,900 5.8 
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   # # # % % # # % # # % % # %

Greene 154,656 4,095 3,293 11.5 16.6 95,545 7,000 7.9 4,367 -776 -15.1 4.6 4,100 5.3 

Guernsey 40,409 542 -740 4.1 59.3 21,742 743 3.5 2,802 -260 -8.5 12.9 1,500 7.8 

Hamilton 842,369 24,752 -70,801 27.6 2.4 646,623 -15,727 -2.4 61,931 -12,329 -16.6 9.6 20,700 4.9 

Hancock 74,204 2,284 932 6.4 32.0 53,878 1,279 2.4 12,028 -265 -2.2 22.3 1,900 4.6 

Hardin 31,650 551 -721 2.9 54.3 13,725 445 3.4 2,480 144 6.2 18.1 900 6.0 

Harrison 15,506 -255 -32 3.7 82.0 5,490 11 0.2 709 1 0.1 12.9 500 6.7 

Henry 28,931 794 -957 7.0 68.5 16,208 596 3.8 4,047 386 10.5 25.0 1,200 7.8 

Highland 42,653 1,193 793 3.4 71.3 17,258 854 5.2 3,121 34 1.1 18.1 1,500 7.0 

Hocking 28,959 532 311 2.8 69.2 10,167 363 3.7 1,205 -304 -20.1 11.9 1,100 7.5 

Holmes 41,369 4,088 -1,489 1.6 91.8 26,897 2,044 8.2 7,530 -78 -1.0 28.0 800 4.1 

Huron 59,801 2,343 -1,781 5.8 46.4 32,655 -1,491 -4.4 8,640 -1,541 -15.1 26.5 2,900 9.9 

Jackson 33,314 563 257 2.5 61.6 16,198 1,538 10.5 4,406 746 20.4 27.2 1,300 8.4 

Jefferson 68,730 -1,979 -2,913 7.9 39.9 31,732 -82 -0.3 2,874 -516 -15.2 9.1 2,100 6.6 

Knox 58,961 1,193 3,479 2.8 58.7 28,861 2,179 8.2 4,828 118 2.5 16.7 1,800 5.8 

Lake 233,392 3,314 -421 5.6 7.9 125,595 3,896 3.2 22,055 -4,209 -16.0 17.6 8,100 6.2 

Lawrence 62,609 136 406 3.9 47.6 19,080 899 4.9 683 29 4.4 3.6 1,600 5.4 

Licking 156,985 5,251 6,720 4.8 38.5 74,097 1,520 2.1 8,366 -701 -7.7 11.3 4,800 5.7 

Logan 46,279 1,163 -681 4.3 55.2 25,846 -343 -1.3 5,864 -715 -10.9 22.7 1,300 5.3 

Lorain 302,260 8,095 5,844 17.6 16.4 130,930 926 0.7 21,854 -4,796 -18.0 16.7 10,500 6.8 

Lucas 441,910 13,865 -25,153 24.6 5.5 280,838 -4,920 -1.7 27,290 -5,122 -15.8 9.7 15,700 7.1 

Madison 41,499 985 478 8.6 48.3 20,029 1,287 6.9 3,026 -268 -8.1 15.1 1,100 5.4 

Mahoning 240,420 -1,986 -14,060 20.4 14.4 137,723 624 0.5 10,702 -1,393 -11.5 7.8 7,900 6.7 

Marion 65,248 1,021 -1,697 8.5 31.1 35,923 62 0.2 7,092 145 2.1 19.7 1,900 5.7 
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   # # # % % # # % # # % % # %

Medina 169,832 6,994 12,362 3.4 34.0 82,553 8,032 10.8 10,360 -818 -7.3 12.5 5,700 6.1 

Meigs 22,895 203 -270 2.6 78.9 6,402 -1,087 -14.5 156 0 0.0 2.4 1,000 10.7 

Mercer 40,888 1,361 -1,238 2.2 60.6 23,050 2,078 9.9 4,833 810 20.1 21.0 1,100 4.7 

Miami 101,038 2,291 315 4.7 32.2 53,983 -1,297 -2.3 10,598 -2,809 -21.0 19.6 3,200 5.8 

Monroe 14,258 -195 -662 1.6 97.8 5,976 -1,337 -18.3 307 -1,802 -85.4 5.1 500 8.9 

Montgomery 538,104 13,054 -31,812 24.1 4.6 340,593 -14,895 -4.2 41,250 -10,234 -19.9 12.1 16,400 6.1 

Morgan 14,613 94 -313 6.6 81.8 5,490 -370 -6.3 420 -209 -33.2 7.7 600 11.1 

Morrow 34,520 1,156 1,869 2.0 89.1 11,239 438 4.1 1,461 -102 -6.5 13.0 1,200 6.6 

Muskingum 85,333 1,582 -463 6.5 46.5 47,297 -2,800 -5.6 6,087 -3,729 -38.0 12.9 3,300 8.7 

Noble 14,096 136 -40 7.8 65.0 5,047 13 0.3 542 -146 -21.2 10.7 400 7.9 

Ottawa 41,084 -150 281 5.4 53.3 20,503 -184 -0.9 2,580 -320 -11.0 12.6 2,200 9.9 

Paulding 19,182 486 -1,524 5.3 83.0 7,868 254 3.3 1,568 -101 -6.1 19.9 600 5.5 

Perry 34,839 929 -15 1.8 73.9 9,654 72 0.8 1,171 -390 -25.0 12.1 1,400 8.4 

Pickaway 53,809 1,245 26 8.5 45.4 20,300 -1,393 -6.4 2,619 -1,884 -41.8 12.9 1,600 6.6 

Pike 27,918 522 -179 3.7 81.0 13,298 -1,702 -11.3 3,643 -2,004 -35.5 27.4 1,100 10.3 

Portage 155,869 3,532 959 6.1 41.2 76,050 3,154 4.3 12,624 -1,192 -8.6 16.6 5,500 6.1 

Preble 41,739 837 -1,246 1.8 81.4 16,206 609 3.9 3,525 -109 -3.0 21.8 1,500 6.6 

Putnam 34,635 1,366 -1,310 5.2 84.8 15,678 -778 -4.7 2,901 -1,219 -29.6 18.5 1,000 5.6 

Richland 125,679 2,628 -5,260 12.4 29.6 71,448 -1,564 -2.1 13,896 -1,867 -11.8 19.4 4,100 6.7 

Ross 75,398 1,189 1,174 8.7 58.3 35,260 925 2.7 4,406 -221 -4.8 12.5 2,600 7.5 

Sandusky 60,997 1,485 -2,052 11.0 41.6 33,177 45 0.1 8,870 -1,170 -11.7 26.7 2,300 6.9 

Scioto 75,958 354 -3,302 5.5 50.4 32,591 -72 -0.2 2,407 -129 -5.1 7.4 2,400 7.6 

Seneca 56,705 1,235 -2,983 6.6 45.7 28,644 -157 -0.5 5,199 -900 -14.8 18.2 1,900 6.2 
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   # # # % % # # % # # % % # %

Shelby 48,834 2,355 -1,238 4.5 57.3 36,230 2,317 6.8 14,154 498 3.6 39.1 1,500 5.3 

Stark 378,664 4,768 -6,536 10.3 13.7 214,922 -3,651 -1.7 30,918 -10,449 -25.3 14.4 11,900 6.3 

Summit 543,487 9,840 -10,135 17.0 4.3 338,051 15,739 4.9 38,331 -1,862 -4.6 11.3 16,500 5.6 

Trumbull 213,475 370 -11,159 10.3 26.6 106,847 -4,455 -4.0 21,833 -5,435 -19.9 20.4 7,200 7.0 

Tuscarawas 91,398 1,937 -1,068 2.6 41.9 45,987 197 0.4 8,343 -965 -10.4 18.1 2,900 6.2 

Union 47,234 2,719 3,774 5.2 60.0 32,090 1,952 6.5 10,209 -488 -4.6 31.8 1,200 4.6 

Van Wert 28,889 408 -1,068 3.3 51.6 15,180 -361 -2.3 3,784 -452 -10.7 24.9 1,200 7.5 

Vinton 13,372 326 293 2.2 93.2 3,389 -29 -0.8 537 27 5.3 15.8 500 8.8 

Warren 204,390 11,074 34,857 6.0 22.6 91,643 12,401 15.6 13,311 197 1.5 14.5 5,100 4.8 

Washington 61,576 63 -1,487 3.1 64.8 33,039 857 2.7 4,254 -906 -17.6 12.9 1,900 5.9 

Wayne 113,554 4,674 -2,164 4.0 51.8 62,388 553 0.9 14,513 -1,279 -8.1 23.3 3,000 5.0 

Williams 38,378 697 -1,372 4.7 66.4 22,189 -1,432 -6.1 7,363 -1,570 -17.6 33.2 1,200 6.1 

Wood 125,399 3,314 1,596 6.7 32.4 75,183 547 0.7 13,123 -2,252 -14.6 17.5 3,900 5.8 

Wyandot 22,471 396 -737 2.7 56.2 12,971 -9 -0.1 4,212 -476 -10.2 32.5 900 7.1 

 
NOTES:  

a) Net migration—the difference between the number of people who move into and out of a geographic area   

b) Unadjusted employment—workforce estimates (employed, unemployed) based on survey results without adjustment for seasonal variations  

c) Urban and rural poverty are derived from CRP analysis in which the number of persons above and below poverty were summarized up to counties and Economic 
Development Regions using individual census block groups, each categorized as either urban or rural based on the residence of the majority of its population 
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Appendix D:  Social and Economic Indicators  

 

Source: Center for Women's Welfare Census 2000 ODE (a) IRS (b) ODOD (c) Policy Matters Ohio 
  Self-Sufficiency Standard 2008 Educ. Attainment Econ. Disadvantaged 2004 Returns Energy Asst. Foreclosure 
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   $ $ $ $ % % % % # % # % # %

Ohio 34,165 41,259 623 909 17.0 21.1 65.5 54.1  781,499 14.6 573,172 11.4 84,751 16.8 

Economic Development Regions                           

1. Central  37,077 43,848 670 1,006 14.4 27.9 na na 118,024 14.2 70,181 8.9 13,487 17.1 

2. East Central  31,533 38,848 558 874 21.1 11.1 na na 44,187 16.7 47,149 18.4 2,856 11.2 

3. North Central  31,794 39,448 590 841 18.9 12.4 na na 36,739 14.8 28,282 12.8 3,316 15.0 

4. NE Central  40,888 47,362 719 1,064 15.0 21.9 na na 83,558 12.8 54,662 9.4 9,893 17.0 

5. Northeast  35,975 43,538 606 970 18.0 15.2 na na 41,922 16.0 31,665 12.4 4,203 16.4 

6. Northern  43,972 50,269 756 1,114 17.4 23.8 na na 139,834 15.2 100,408 11.5 19,122 21.8 

7. Northwest  35,417 42,594 630 932 16.1 19.1 na na 60,722 14.4 41,693 10.2 6,105 15.0 

8. Southeast  30,106 37,376 559 814 19.4 13.5 na na 19,517 18.5 26,534 23.8 1,039 9.3 

9. Southern  29,902 37,251 566 800 25.8 10.0 na na 37,493 21.0 54,627 29.1 2,227 11.9 

10. SW Central  34,933 41,968 641 952 16.6 20.1 na na 79,525 14.4 50,388 9.7 8,886 17.1 

11. Southwest  42,569 48,195 817 1,105 16.9 26.9 na na 97,169 13.3 49,856 7.3 11,572 17.1 

12. West Central  29,975 37,347 577 754 15.4 14.3 na na 22,809 12.7 17,727 10.9 2,045 12.6 

Counties                             

Adams 31,256 38,700 555 860 31.4 7.2 67.7 69.0 2,924 23.8 5,688 47.1 116 9.6 

Allen 32,296 40,722 584 827 17.5 13.4 68.3 55.1 8,400 16.0 6,778 15.0 715 15.8 

Ashland 32,095 40,162 621 831 16.7 15.9 74.7 58.9 2,980 12.7 1,770 8.1 266 12.1 

Ashtabula 37,571 44,454 626 998 20.1 11.1 73.2 59.8 8,113 17.4 5,679 12.5 760 16.7 

Athens 33,626 41,984 569 943 17.1 25.7 67.4 56.8 4,369 18.4 5,895 23.4 206 8.2 
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   $ $ $ $ % % % % # % # % # %

Auglaize 30,626 37,676 587 803 14.3 13.4 82.1 75.7 2,207 9.9 1,473 7.6 217 11.2 

Belmont 31,096 38,188 555 882 19.1 11.1 77.5 60.4 5,293 17.6 6,294 20.1 202 6.4 

Brown 28,958 36,089 598 742 25.2 8.8 70.6 65.0 3,073 17.6 3,428 18.3 336 17.9 

Butler 41,348 46,956 838 1,014 16.7 23.5 70.4 57.6 19,271 12.4 10,585 7.4 2,783 19.6 

Carroll 30,736 37,783 532 883 19.9 9.1 64.8 71.9 1,469 15.3 2,232 17.1 157 12.0 

Champaign 28,366 35,628 611 679 17.7 10.6 65.7 62.0 2,471 14.1 1,671 10.0 288 17.2 

Clark 37,828 44,657 628 1,049 18.8 14.9 68.8 59.6 10,790 16.7 9,095 14.7 1,060 17.1 

Clermont 41,443 46,976 813 1,070 18.0 20.8 79.0 67.1 10,399 11.2 5,223 6.7 1,130 14.6 

Clinton 32,414 40,509 605 890 16.9 14.1 73.8 61.8 3,318 15.2 2,709 15.2 297 16.6 

Columbiana 34,053 41,903 580 991 19.4 10.8 65.9 65.4 8,389 16.9 8,198 17.4 654 13.9 

Coshocton 29,352 36,628 555 772 21.3 9.8 76.2 78.0 2,726 17.4 2,802 17.3 192 11.8 

Crawford 29,904 37,231 555 797 19.8 9.7 69.9 63.6 3,602 16.0 3,643 17.7 281 13.6 

Cuyahoga 44,196 50,672 720 1,133 18.4 25.1 62.8 51.7 107,711 17.1 83,962 13.5 14,946 24.1 

Darke 28,434 35,682 555 742 17.2 10.1 75.3 46.6 3,005 12.5 1,873 8.4 273 12.2 

Defiance 31,433 38,866 597 810 15.3 14.3 82.5 64.5 2,359 12.5 1,630 9.7 172 10.3 

Delaware 44,945 50,608 783 1,245 7.1 41.0 76.2 60.1 4,535 6.4 2,033 3.4 897 15.1 

Erie 35,667 43,142 646 944 16.0 16.6 68.9 58.6 5,530 13.5 4,366 11.7 529 14.1 

Fairfield 42,076 47,848 674 1,196 12.4 20.8 76.9 71.7 6,732 11.6 5,839 10.5 910 16.4 

Fayette 35,603 43,137 641 959 21.3 10.7 65.7 67.2 2,234 18.0 1,941 15.5 195 15.5 

Franklin 44,244 50,332 729 1,221 14.3 31.8 60.7 50.4 84,738 15.8 46,397 8.9 9,145 17.6 

Fulton 37,272 44,075 651 1,023 14.7 13.2 88.9 70.1 2,596 11.1 1,388 8.1 192 11.2 

Gallia 28,393 35,612 555 722 26.3 11.6 79.3 56.8 2,716 21.1 4,035 30.1 94 7.0 
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   $ $ $ $ % % % % # % # % # %

Geauga 46,128 52,216 788 1,251 13.7 31.7 74.8 66.7 2,614 6.4 1,242 3.5 380 10.8 

Greene 40,313 45,938 757 1,100 12.2 31.1 74.0 64.0 7,806 12.8 4,127 6.4 669 10.3 

Guernsey 31,963 39,515 555 898 21.6 10.0 71.1 57.1 3,691 20.2 4,337 22.2 225 11.5 

Hamilton 41,812 47,699 715 1,140 17.3 29.2 62.2 54.3 60,958 15.3 30,889 8.0 6,416 16.7 

Hancock 35,365 42,990 645 905 11.6 21.7 76.2 68.4 3,865 11.9 3,007 9.1 395 12.0 

Hardin 29,014 36,148 555 754 19.4 11.4 69.3 62.7 2,107 15.3 1,651 12.6 202 15.4 

Harrison 29,103 36,342 555 760 20.4 9.0 73.8 63.0 1,316 18.3 1,730 22.3 72 9.3 

Henry 33,609 41,741 577 931 16.5 11.1 68.8 72.8 1,594 11.0 1,072 8.8 120 9.9 

Highland 30,696 37,747 567 848 23.7 9.7 71.8 52.3 3,608 19.2 3,662 20.1 334 18.3 

Hocking 29,837 36,997 555 831 22.0 9.8 77.8 74.2 2,296 19.1 3,163 25.2 138 11.0 

Holmes 32,118 39,528 555 933 48.5 8.3 85.1 71.4 1,640 12.9 998 7.9 125 9.9 

Huron 34,841 42,609 618 931 19.0 10.9 80.3 64.1 5,063 14.1 4,168 16.9 431 17.5 

Jackson 25,539 32,734 579 569 26.5 11.0 65.0 55.2 2,936 22.0 4,405 30.2 205 14.0 

Jefferson 37,122 44,162 555 1,071 18.3 11.8 80.8 66.5 5,456 16.5 6,820 20.3 255 7.6 

Knox 31,512 38,975 607 827 18.2 16.7 79.2 52.4 3,380 13.1 2,783 11.7 350 14.7 

Lake 43,192 49,466 829 984 13.6 21.5 77.0 69.4 10,882 9.3 6,013 6.1 1,395 14.3 

Lawrence 33,294 41,255 562 979 24.4 10.3 79.4 72.4 5,976 23.4 6,870 25.1 241 8.8 

Licking 36,816 43,906 618 1,033 15.3 18.4 75.0 64.0 9,040 13.2 5,546 8.5 1,185 18.1 

Logan 29,758 36,918 622 765 16.4 11.5 71.5 53.7 3,220 13.8 2,022 8.8 292 12.7 

Lorain 42,374 48,721 689 1,088 17.2 16.6 67.9 57.5 18,627 13.9 9,191 7.6 2,401 19.7 

Lucas 41,488 47,806 651 1,108 17.1 21.3 64.8 43.7 34,554 17.3 24,895 12.3 3,796 18.7 

Madison 29,680 36,833 625 746 21.0 13.0 64.9 62.8 2,599 12.4 1,633 10.6 252 16.4 
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   $ $ $ $ % % % % # % # % # %

Mahoning 36,231 44,063 586 983 17.6 17.5 67.3 49.9 18,951 16.7 17,754 15.6 1,880 16.5 

Marion 35,119 42,752 634 938 19.7 11.1 65.0 51.9 4,980 17.2 4,578 16.7 505 18.5 

Medina 46,087 52,289 831 1,177 11.2 24.8 82.6 79.0 6,255 7.8 3,756 5.7 859 13.1 

Meigs 25,111 32,255 555 577 26.8 7.4 72.5 58.8 2,068 23.9 3,235 29.8 56 5.2 

Mercer 26,665 33,931 555 605 16.0 12.7 71.8 80.0 1,985 9.7 1,471 8.8 147 8.8 

Miami 34,804 42,232 673 982 17.3 16.3 78.6 64.1 6,367 12.6 3,225 7.7 578 13.8 

Monroe 28,721 35,847 555 766 21.2 8.4 74.7 61.1 1,137 18.6 1,602 22.1 37 5.1 

Montgomery 40,836 46,878 677 1,126 16.5 22.8 66.8 51.3 40,371 15.0 24,435 9.6 5,119 20.1 

Morgan 28,278 35,417 555 742 19.4 9.1 60.8 75.0 1,107 21.3 2,232 27.9 45 5.6 

Morrow 26,941 34,078 557 664 21.4 9.5 80.7 55.3 1,764 15.1 1,601 12.3 225 17.3 

Muskingum 29,756 37,103 555 781 19.4 12.6 72.6 68.4 7,547 18.2 8,210 23.1 557 15.7 

Noble 29,098 36,234 555 786 21.4 8.1 70.2 60.0 672 16.1 1,384 24.5 29 5.1 

Ottawa 35,201 42,783 667 896 15.8 16.0 67.9 61.2 2,344 10.3 1,785 6.6 211 7.8 

Paulding 27,771 34,962 555 678 18.4 7.8 74.6 70.9 1,155 13.1 999 11.3 126 14.3 

Perry 37,314 44,105 567 1,126 21.1 6.9 78.5 63.0 3,088 18.6 4,354 30.8 243 17.2 

Pickaway 32,299 40,308 605 885 22.8 11.4 72.5 56.8 3,057 13.4 3,154 16.0 307 15.6 

Pike 29,378 36,522 569 783 29.9 9.7 58.6 53.3 2,411 23.1 6,780 55.0 106 8.6 

Portage 40,629 46,638 742 1,009 14.1 21.0 76.1 63.0 8,504 11.2 5,542 8.6 775 12.0 

Preble 36,080 43,466 630 998 18.3 10.1 61.0 63.2 2,490 13.2 1,439 8.0 348 19.4 

Putnam 30,685 37,834 581 789 13.9 12.9 80.7 69.6 1,510 8.4 956 7.1 81 6.0 

Richland 33,835 42,013 590 930 19.8 12.6 69.3 55.1 9,160 15.8 6,701 12.2 849 15.5 

Ross 28,871 36,001 564 760 23.9 11.3 72.4 61.4 5,560 17.1 7,519 24.8 413 13.6 
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Source: Center for Women's Welfare Census 2000 ODE (a) IRS (b) ODOD (c) Policy Matters Ohio 
  Self-Sufficiency Standard 2008 Educ. Attainment Econ. Disadvantaged 2004 Returns Energy Asst. Foreclosure 
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Sandusky 35,236 42,810 608 956 17.9 11.9 76.4 58.0 3,800 14.0 2,544 9.8 341 13.1 

Scioto 33,841 41,926 555 973 25.9 10.1 68.9 61.4 7,112 23.4 10,207 29.3 330 9.5 

Seneca 33,674 41,848 569 929 16.9 12.5 73.1 62.8 4,337 14.2 2,015 8.3 301 12.3 

Shelby 35,326 42,718 630 1,003 18.5 12.8 78.5 57.5 2,907 12.7 1,814 9.1 254 12.8 

Stark 36,436 43,760 629 973 16.6 17.9 70.3 63.1 27,381 14.3 17,450 10.7 2,864 17.5 

Summit 43,154 49,430 744 1,106 14.3 25.1 74.4 55.9 34,877 14.0 24,174 10.0 4,920 20.4 

Trumbull 34,122 42,098 605 928 17.5 14.5 72.3 58.3 14,858 14.6 8,232 8.5 1,563 16.1 

Tuscarawas 30,028 37,329 587 768 19.7 12.2 79.4 70.8 6,660 14.4 5,528 14.2 417 10.7 

Union 38,273 44,743 736 1,004 14.0 15.9 67.2 73.6 1,869 10.8 1,616 8.8 304 16.5 

Van Wert 27,377 34,516 555 667 13.4 12.0 84.0 64.1 1,580 13.1 1,392 10.9 162 12.7 

Vinton 28,795 35,923 555 765 29.3 6.0 65.7 68.4 1,177 24.8 2,033 35.5 52 9.1 

Warren 45,674 51,148 903 1,194 13.8 28.4 80.2 65.7 6,541 8.0 3,159 4.2 1,243 16.7 

Washington 28,860 36,167 557 738 15.5 15.0 73.9 67.5 4,780 16.4 4,669 16.7 285 10.2 

Wayne 38,135 44,693 649 1,053 20.0 17.2 78.7 74.7 6,541 12.0 3,740 8.2 475 10.4 

Williams 28,842 36,143 592 679 16.9 10.7 85.3 71.9 2,524 13.0 1,670 9.9 191 11.3 

Wood 40,002 45,982 683 1,036 11.4 26.2 70.1 59.3 5,421 9.6 2,343 4.5 553 10.7 

Wyandot 28,226 35,366 555 724 17.5 9.8 78.8 66.2 1,473 12.2 1,023 10.6 108 11.2 

 

NOTES:  

a) ODE—Ohio Department of Education 

b) IRS—Internal Revenue Service 

c) ODOD—Ohio Department of Development 

d) 2 children include 1 school-age child and 1 pre-school age child  
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e) EITC—Earned Income Tax Credit  

f) Funding from the regular and emergency Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

g) Number of households from 2006 American Community Survey  

 




